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PRESS RELEASE
(Embargoed until Midday Tuesday 20th April 2004)
BIG CAT EVIDENCE GETS STRONGER 
AS SOCIETY CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT STUDY
This week the British Big Cats Society released data from its 15 month survey, which lasted from January 03 till March 04. The results published on its website www.britishbigcats.org indicate that there is little doubt that big cats are roaming Britain. The BBCS are now calling on the DEFRA & the HOME OFFICE to work towards undertaking a long term and UK wide properly funded scientific study.
Danny Bamping founder of the society said

“The evidence has been increasing and becoming clearer – we are now going to approach the proper authorities and ask for their support in undertaking a properly funded scientific study on the big cats in Britain. We’d like to focus on the South West – this is the most active area and where the BBCS is based.”
Overall there were 2052 sightings reported to the BBCS throughout Britain (that’s over 4 per day!) – The top 10 in the ‘league table of big cat sightings are; Scotland (231) Kent (141) Yorkshire (127) Wales (102) Devon (100) Cornwall (96) Lancashire (86) Ireland (82) Lincolnshire (80) Somerset (69). This year the BBCS was able to break down the data in several areas – and this produced some interesting facts and figures. For instance regionally the percentages of sightings were as follows; south West 21%, South East 16%, East Anglia 12%, Scotland 11%, and West Midlands 9%. 

The survey has produced some staggering figures throughout Britain but also some visual and physical scientific evidence of Exotic felines. The data includes 5 reports on attacks on Horses, over 30 incidents regarding sheep kills and several confirmed paw prints which have been found and plaster casts taken.
“Over a dozen bits of video footage have been sent to the BBCS and several of them are obviously not big cats – but some could well be. The problem with visual evidence is basically ‘sense of scale’ and until we go to these locations and carry out proper study of the areas – they are in-conclusive.” 
In Lincolnshire a hair sample found at a location where a big cat was filmed and where Police & Defra officials were called in – The hair was studied and said to be from the Big Cat family. Over the last 18 months sightings in that area have more than doubled and the society’s research has revealed it was a haven for people with private collections and small ‘zoos’ of exotic animals – including big cats!
Danny Bamping founder of the BBCS also stated:

“Over the last 15 months we have been inundated with information about big cats – its been rather over-whelming at times. I believe that the increase in data is due to several reasons – Our website which has now had over 85,000 hits! also people are less afraid of coming forward when they have a sighting. During this survey many more organisations have contributed – including The NFU, several police forces and many wildlife organisations right across the country.”
Last December the NFU pledged its long term support for the BBCS and its work and recently the society has given a presentation of its evidence and data to The DEFRA Wildlife Unit. After attending the annual Police Wildlife Liaison conference last year – The BBCS is now aware of potential changing attitudes within the authorities. 

“Over the last couple of years we have certainly made progress in being able to get our message out – not only to the public through the media, but also to the right authorities who are responsible for this current and future situation. The presentation of the data I gave on behalf of the BBCS to the Defra Wildlife Unit was received well and I was quite black & white in my conclusion to them. (DB)
I suggested that they should treat the Big Cat situation the same as they dealt with the Wild Boar scenario; which was to deny it for years! then admit the facts and undertake a proper study of the animal’s & their presence in the UK. When that is completed, release the facts and to deal with the situation in the necessary and educated way! Around 9 years ago the government undertook a minor study into the presence of the ‘Beast of Bodmin Moor’ – they concluded that they couldn’t conclude! It’s about time they took this seriously and that they become pro-active in the future and not re-active like they have been and still are!” (DB)
Other information which the society has been informed of are the number of Big or Exotic Cats which have been released into the British Isles over the last 30 years or so. This has led to some interesting historical research which the society believes it can use to give an indication of what species are present. They will also have a list of bodies of evidence – big cats which have been caught or killed in the UK – this list now stands at 19 bodies and includes Puma, several Lynx and a number of smaller exotics.

The BBCS now intends to continue its research and focus on its trigger camera project and gathering more scientific evidence to help its cause – which at the end of the day is to ‘Prove and Protect’ the big cats roaming Britain. After the last 15 months and the data which has now been released it seems that it is already half way there!
“The BBCS shall continue to grow and strive to answer the remaining unanswered questions; such as how many & what species are they, if they are breeding and if they pose a threat to humans and livestock. Personally I’d like to find out what some of these Black Cats are – they can’t all be large domestic or ferals – and they can’t all be Black Leopards either!”
The BBCS, which was formed nearly 4 years ago, has now grown and has members located all around the British Isles. This ‘unified voice’ approach to research and reporting has already dramatically increased the understanding of exotic felines in Britain. It has allowed the public to come forward with their sightings or encounters, knowing that they will be taken seriously and that a UK wide network of people is at the ready to follow them up.

Chris Mosier, zoologist and advisor to the BBCS also stated:  

“While re-introduction of Exotic Felines may be a criminal offence, it is not necessarily a bad idea. Most biologists, including at least one professor, believe that our populations of grazing animals do not have enough predators to keep their numbers under control. The re-introduction of the Lynx might, if handled correctly, help to balance this situation. With an increased wariness of, and tightening of controls on firearms and the increasingly unacceptability of hunting with dogs, the return of one of our long-lost predators may give hope to farmers and landowners.”
· Notes for editors
     Exclusive Images available from the BBCS on request
· Contact details
The British Big Cats Society 

www.britishbigcats.org
Tel 01752 664544 or 01752 226535 

bbcs@britishbigcats.org
Danny Bamping – 07831 658492

Dartmoor Wildlife Park – 01752 837645
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Big Cat Data Colour analysis


South West

21%


Black 1319 – (64%)

South East

16%


Brown / Sandy – 421 – (21%)

East Anglia

12%


Lynx Type – 237 – (12%)

Scotland

11%


Others – 75 (3%) 

West Midlands
9%

East Midlands
9%

North West

7%

North East

7%

Wales


5%

Ireland

3%

Big Cat Sightings County ‘league table’ (between Jan 03 & March 04)
Scotland

231

Kent


141

Yorkshire

127

Wales


102

Devon


100

Cornwall

96

Lancashire

86

Ireland

82

Lincolnshire

80

Somerset

69

West Midlands
64

Gloucestershire
64

Essex


62

Suffolk

59

Norfolk

54

Sussex

50

Cumbria

47

Wiltshire

44

Dorset


42

Oxfordshire

39

Cambridgeshire 
34

Shropshire

33

Hampshire

28

Leicestershire
27

Northamptonshire 
26

Staffordshire

26

Derbyshire

24

Buckinghamshire
24

Herefordshire
23

Surrey


21

Warwickshire

19

Worcestershire
19

Northumberland
18

Berkshire

16

Cheshire

15

Nottinghamshire
10

Bedfordshire

7

London

7

Middlesex 

6

Isle of Wight

5

TOTAL

2052

